HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN ?
becoming increasingly difficult for the British military
authorities to combine the tasks of the home-service
battalions as reserves for colonial service and their
tasks as an expeditionary force to take part in modern
warfare on the continent. Actually under present-day
conditions the two tasks are mutually exclusive. An
artilleryman trained for European warfare with a
motorized battery is not suited to serve a horse-drawn
battery overseas. A member of the Tank Corps is a
valuable man for modern warfare, but there is not
much scope for him in India. A cavalry regiment used
to overseas colonial service is not a suitable reserve
for a motorized cavalry regiment at home. An infantry
battalion intended for semi-police duties overseas can-
not be recruited from a machine-gun regiment at
home.
Further, an army equipped with modern weapons
costs very much more than the old-style army, and
thus even if some workable compromise were possible
in the matter of training and equipment, the British
government could hardly ask the Indian government
to pay its share (50 per cent.) of the increased costs
incurred by a modernization in which it is not inter-
ested, and in fact, the Indian government has already
lodged its objections.
For all these reasons work is now going on in Great
Britain on an Army Reform, and we shall have to wait
before we can judge its nature. A complete separa-
tion of home and overseas service battalions would
still further increase recruiting difficulties, and for a
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